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Growth and Prosperity Scrutiny Panel

Date: Monday, 28th September 2020, 6.00 – 7.20pm

Present: Councillor Sharpe – in the Chair 
Councillors: Brooks, Critchley, Dickman, R. Garrido, Hesling, Jolley, Lewis, Nkurunziza, 
Pevitt, Ward and Weir.

Also in attendance:
Councillor McCusker – Executive Support Member for Planning, Housing & Sustainable 
Development
Councillor Cammell – Cycling & Walking Champion
Councillor Edwards

Officers: Lee Evans – Transport Engineer, Infrastructure
Claire Edwards – Democratic Services

1. Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Antrobus (Lead Member for Planning & 
Sustainable Development) and Jones (Executive Support Member for Transport) and Ben Dolan 
(Strategic Director for Place).

2. Declarations of interest

Councillor R. Garrido made reference to him being a Member of Forviva Board.

3. Emergency Active Travel (EAT) Funds & Mayor's Cycling & Walking Challenge Fund (MCF) 
Scheme Prioritisation and Bidding Update

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director Place with regard to the Emergency Active 
Travel (EAT) Fund and the City Mayor’s Cycling & Walking Challenge Fund (MCF).  The report referred 
to the Covid-19 pandemic having fundamentally changed the way that people are travelling across 
Greater Manchester, with public transport capacity having been severely reduced and walking and 
cycling trips having significantly increased. Recent data indicated that one million cycling trips were now 
being made each week across Greater Manchester, an increase of 34% on pre lockdown levels.

The report indicated that prior to the lockdown, the Council had already been working to deliver a 
comprehensive programme of walking and cycling interventions through the Mayors Walking and 
Cycling Challenge Fund (MCF). Recently, the Council had secured additional Emergency Active Travel 
(EAT) funding as part of the Covid-19 response, to implement measures that would support more 
walking and cycling trips and help to enforce appropriate social distancing.

Lee Evans presented the report which set out information in respect of the following –

 MCF EAT
 DfT Tranche 1 EAT
 Salford’s DfT Tranche 1 EAT Programme
 DfT Tranche 2 EAT
 Mayor’s Challenge Fund (MCF)

Discussion took place which included reference to the following –

(a) The DfT Tranche 1 EAT schemes having been selected as they advanced existing programmes of 
work such as the MCF, in respect of which a consultation exercise ‘Safe Streets Save Lives’ had 
been undertaken in June 2020 via Commonplace (an online consultation tool).  The report included 
a summary of Salford’s confirmed DfT Tranche 1 schemes and current delivery progress.
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(b) The completed schemes having received positive feedback from local residents and cycling groups, 
with the Trinity & Islington Filtered Neighbourhood having featured in a national campaign for 
Cycling England featuring Chris Boardman. However, it was noted that some concerns had also 
been raised as a result of which the implemented measures would be reviewed as part of plans to 
make the schemes permanent.

(c) The announcement with regard to the DfT Tranche 2 EAT bid being expected at the end of this 
month (September).

(d) The importance of communication regarding proposed schemes taking place with all Councillors, 
not just Ward Councillors, particularly where schemes involved main roads and those used by public 
transport, which would affect residents from across the city.  Reference was made to the very quick 
turnaround that had been required in respect of the EAT schemes and assurance was provided that 
appropriate consultation with Councillors would be undertaken in respect of future schemes where 
possible.

(e) The Commonplace consultation tool being used to engage with the public and stakeholders across 
the full MCF programme as appropriate to individual project stages.  Schemes currently being 
consulted on could be viewed and commented on via the link https://salford.commonplace.is/ - Lee 
Evans provided a demonstration for panel members.

(f) Other methods of communication being limited due to the current circumstances in relation to Covid-
19.  Lee Evans referred to the positive response that had been received in respect of the Safe 
Streets Save Lives consultation, and reported that those who had registered and commented with 
regard to that consultation (over 4,500 responses submitted) would receive updates notifying them 
when new information was available.  He reported that leaflets were being delivered in areas where 
MCF scheme consultations were being undertaken and indicated that other avenues for 
communication/consultation would be explored in respect of the MCF schemes going forward.

(g) The excellent improvements that had been undertaken to clear areas of cycle paths and walkways, 
and how requests for stretches of pathway that join such areas together could be fed in.  Lee Evans 
indicated that such comments could be submitted via the Commonplace tool.  He also referred to 
work that was being undertaken to try and connect the city’s green spaces with a view to having a 
comprehensive circular network across the city.

(h) A business case that had been submitted to the MCF in respect of Walkden South and Little Hulton, 
which had been unsuccessful due to it having been deemed not sufficiently radical.  Councillor 
Edwards referred to there being limited capacity to develop radical proposals due to the limited road 
network in the above areas and asked whether it would be possible for the scheme to be 
resubmitted.  Lee Evans reported that the scheme was currently over-programmed and TfGM were 
not accepting any further tranche submissions, however, there was a core programme of walking 
and cycling interventions that had been bid for at GM level, from which there was an allocation to 
each district which could potentially pick up some of the interventions that had been included in the 
above-mentioned bid.

(i) Concerns regarding the safety of pedestrians in spaces shared with cyclists in respect of which it 
was reported that concerns had been raised at both the Eccles and Worsley Resilience Forums.  
Reference was made to the possibility of signage being located in such spaces, reminding cyclists 
to respect pedestrian safety and it was indicated that this would be explored.

(j) Clarification was sought regarding a proposal whereby dogs would no longer be required to be kept 
on a lead on paths shared by cyclists and pedestrians.  It was indicated that information would be 
obtained regarding this matter and circulated to Panel Members.

(k) It being likely that lighting would be included as part of some cycle/walkway schemes going forward 
due to advances in technology and the availability of increased funding through the MCF 
programme.  It was established that there were no plans to retrofit existing cycle/walkways with 
lighting due to the funding implications that would be involved.

https://salford.commonplace.is/
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(l) Progress with regard to Swinton Greenway.  It was noted that some objections had been received 

with regard to the proposed associated traffic regulation order, in respect of which the appropriate 
process, which would involve further engagement with Ward Members, was in progress.

(m)Co-ordination that was taking place with Manchester City Council in terms of schemes located in 
Salford close to Manchester city centre.  Reference was made to the City Centre Transport Strategy 
which was currently out for consultation and it was indicated that a link to the consultation would be 
circulated to Panel Members following the meeting.
https://secure.manchester.gov.uk/info/200024/consultations_and_surveys/8004/city_centre_transpo
rt_strategy_consultation/2

(n) Future maintenance issues with regard to cycle/walkways.  Lee Evans reported that, when making a 
submission to the MCF, it was necessary to prove that a maintenance allocation had been set aside 
to ensure the future maintenance of the scheme.  He provided information regarding maintenance 
arrangements that were in place with regard to particular schemes that had been implemented prior 
to the MCF.

(o) Plans to upgrade the Broughton Cycle Way through the MCF, which would be going out to 
consultation in the near future, and which would involve changing the current facilities to be based 
more on the delineators and reflective bollards rather than armadillos.  Reference was made to a 
query that had previously been raised around the Blackfriars Road/Trinity Way junction and parking 
in the cycle lane, with there being a particular issue around the shops.  It was indicated that in the 
short term, it was hoped that it would be possible to use some MCF/EAT funding to implement a 
different solution around the shops.

(p) Consultation being undertaken with the emergency services through the Traffic Management Unit 
Panel in respect of all proposed schemes.

(q) A requirement of the MCF programme being the delivery of facilities that can be used by a 
competent 12-year-old.  In terms of the design of schemes, it was indicated that the ’12-year-old 
test’ was the default for young, old or new cyclists.  It was reported that Bikeability training was 
offered to all Year 6 pupils in schools through the Road Safety Team, following which pupils 
received a cycling proficiency standard.  A query was raised as to how many schools had been 
offered the training, together with the number of schools that had taken up the offer and it was 
indicated that this information would be sought and circulated to the Panel.

(r) MCF monies having been allocated from the Transforming Cities Fund, which was government 
funding devolved to the Greater Manchester Combined Authority, who had decided to ring fence an 
allocation for walking and cycling through the MCF programme.  Reference was made to the 
significant benefits that had been achieved through this funding, as well as there remaining a great 
deal more to be done.

RESOLVED: (1) THAT the content of the report be noted with thanks to the officers involved for 
the excellent work that had been undertaken which had resulted in them successfully bidding for 34% of 
the available funding across Greater Manchester.

(2) THAT a link to the consultation that was currently underway in respect of the City 
Centre Transport Strategy be circulated to Members of the Panel.
https://secure.manchester.gov.uk/info/200024/consultations_and_surveys/8004/city_centre_transport_s
trategy_consultation/2

(3) THAT the possibility of signage being installed in places shared by cyclists and
Pedestrians, reminding cyclists to respect the safety of pedestrians, be explored and feedback be 
provided to the panel at the appropriate time.

https://secure.manchester.gov.uk/info/200024/consultations_and_surveys/8004/city_centre_transport_strategy_consultation/2
https://secure.manchester.gov.uk/info/200024/consultations_and_surveys/8004/city_centre_transport_strategy_consultation/2
https://secure.manchester.gov.uk/info/200024/consultations_and_surveys/8004/city_centre_transport_strategy_consultation/2
https://secure.manchester.gov.uk/info/200024/consultations_and_surveys/8004/city_centre_transport_strategy_consultation/2
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(4) THAT further information be sought and circulated to panel members regarding 
future plans in terms of dogs not being required to be kept on a lead in spaces shared by cyclists and 
pedestrians.
 

(5) THAT details be sought and circulated to Panel members regarding the number 
of schools that had been offered Bikeability training, together with the number that had accepted the 
offer.

4. Item for information: Bridgewater Canal, Salford Heritage Lottery Fund End of Project Update  

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director Place regarding the Bridgewater Canal, 
Salford Heritage Lottery Fund End of Project Update, which had been submitted to the Panel for 
information.  

The panel asked that their congratulations be passed on to Paul Gill and the officer team involved for 
the fantastic work that had been undertaken in respect of the above project.  The panel made reference 
to the excellent achievements that had been made through the volunteering aspect of the scheme, 
indicating that they would like to see that continue to improve going forward, especially in terms of 
involving local organisations and making local people aware of the volunteering opportunities that were 
available.  Reference was also made to the project website www.est1761.org with a request for the 
website to be updated when possible.

It was reported that the scheme around The Delph had been shortlisted as a finalist in the Landscape 
Institute Awards 2020 for Excellence in Heritage and Culture.

RESOLVED: (1) THAT the content of the report be noted with thanks to the officers involved for 
the excellent work that had been undertaken.  

(2) THAT officers be informed that the panel would like to see the volunteering 
aspect of the scheme continue to improve going forward and a request be made for the above-
mentioned website to be updated when possible.

(3) THAT the officers involved be congratulated on The Delph having been 
shortlisted as a finalist in respect of the above-mentioned award and the panel’s best wishes be passed 
on to them for the awards ceremony which was to be held on 26th November 2020.

5. Minutes of proceedings

 Minutes of meeting held on 9th March 2020
Minute 3 – Salix Homes – Progress against the Transfer Offer Document

Reference was made to additional information that had been circulated to panel members with 
regard to customer satisfaction data, which had indicated that the information was not broken down 
into demographics (gender, age, ethnicity, etc.) by Salix Homes. Reference was made to the 
importance of the information being broken down in order to identify issues affecting particular 
groups (for example, elderly, disabled, etc.), as well as the impact that work was having on 
particular groups of people, and it was requested that this comment be fed back to Salix Homes.

RESOLVED: (1) THAT the minutes of the meetings held on 9th March and 27th January 2020 be 
approved as a correct record.

(2) THAT the above comment be fed back to Salix Homes.

6. Work Programme

RESOLVED: THAT the Work Programme be noted.

7. Date and Time of Next Meeting - Monday 26 October 2020 at 6.00pm.

http://www.est1761.org/

